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 Reproduced and translated an article from Kateigaho, March issue 
 

 
 
The Basics of Drumming: 
 
1. Learn the knack of timing on ‘Inhale’, ‘Exhale’, ‘Hold’ and ‘Hit’  
 Repeat this practice on beating time to Okura’s shouts and fan hit sounds. 
 You will be able to keep time with others. 
 
2. Don’t try to drum, try to keep a beautiful posture  

If you strike a tsuzumi with all your strength, you will hurt your fingers because the drum skin is 
very hard.  If you try too hard to strike or to make a good sound, you strain your mind and body.  
Just try to keep the right form.  You can beat a drum in the right form, then the sound is beautiful 
of itself, and you will not hurt your fingers. 

 
3. Give a shout passage on your breath 
 Intend to let a shout ‘ride on your breath’ as you inhale quickly and exhale hard.  

Shout with the sounds ‘Hap’ and ‘Haap’ for Otsuzumi play and ‘Whop’ and ‘Whoop’ for 
Kotsuzumi play.  As you become more advanced, you will learn how to put an accent on your 
voice. 

 
4. Let your anguish of heart out with tsuzumi sounds   

When you drum tsuzumi, you face yourself at the same time.  Please release yourself from the 
anguish of your heart or worry as you drum. 



Strike: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 

 
The basis of drumming is a posture. 
Concentrate your thoughts on keeping  the 
right posture. Focus your eyes on a point in 
front of you, breathe carefully and brace every 
nerve. Then shout from your belly and strike 
the drum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
●  You can check the position  of hand and fingers 

in the mirror 
 
 
 
●  Strike at the right inside of the seam with the 

first joints of middle finger and the third finger. 
 

●  Tezuke - The score for Tsuzumi. 
 Noh music is an eight-part time. 

The score is also divided in eight. 



Assemble Tsuzumi: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Otsuzumi – consists of 
two horsehides fit into an 
iron ring and sewn 
roughly, a cherry tree 
frame, and hemp ropes.  
The color of the rope is 
always orange. 
 
2.  After checking a 
degree of dryness by 
hitting a skin lightly, put a 
rope through holes in the 
horsehide. 
 
3.  When you finish 
threading, put the frame, 
about 30 cm lengths, 
between the horsehides. 
   
4.  Tighten the rope as you 
hold it to avoid the frame 
getting out of position.  
This is very difficult 
because the rope loosens 
up so easily. 
 
5.  Fix the rope by tying it 
at the center using a silk 
rope.  New students tend 
to scrape their skin until 
they get used to doing this 
assembling. 
 
6.  Complete with ‘Kesho-
mawashi’, an ornamental 
rope, putting round over 
the threaded rope. 
 
Okura takes 20 minutes 
for this whole assembly 
process. 

Both the Otsuzumi or Kotsuzumi is dismantled 
after the performance to let the hide rest. In 
contrast,  the Kotsuzumi drum is in need of 
moisture, while the Otsuzumi hates moisture.  So 
you have to roast the hide over a charcoal fire for 
about an hour. 


